
WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1 . v A rack that retains and rotates objects, the rack comprising: 
a loop formed from a plurality of inter-connected holders, each holder 

comprising: 

5 filet and second walls retained a spaced-apart distance from 

each otheVsufficient to admit and frictionally retain at least a portion of 
at least one^bject to be retained by said holder while exposing at least 
part of a retai\ed said object for user selection and removal from said 
holder; 

10 a male holiter-engaging mechanism; and 

a female hol^r-engaginawechanism; 

wherein said r\ale holdel-erjgaging mechanism is disposed to 
flexibly matingly interlock with a female holder-engaging mechanism on 
a second said holder, ancl said female holder-engaging mechanism is 
1 5 disposed to flexibly matingly interlock with the male holder-engaging 

mechanism on a third said h\lder in forming said loop; 
a first rotation shaft; and 

a second rotation shaft disposecNoarallel to and spaced-apart from said 
first rotation shaft a distance approximating half a length of said loop; 
20 wherein said loop is rotatable\bout said first rotation shaft and 

said second rotation shaft. 



25 



2. The rack of claim 1 , wherein each ofs^aid holders is unitarily 
formed from a single piece of material. 

3. The rack of claim 1 , wherein each of said Adders is formed as a 
one-piece holder from injection molded ABS plastic. 



4. The rack of claim 1 , wherein each said holder car\etain one of 
30 said objects. 
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5. \ The rack of claim 1, wherein each said holder can retain at least 
two of said Objects. 

6. *Khe rack of claim 1 , further including: 

a motor, Ynechanically rotatably coupled to said first rotation shaft to 
rotate said belt; and 

a user-operable control, coupled to said motor, said control having at 
least one characteristic selected from a group consisting of (a) a switch 
governing motor rotational speed of said loop, (b) a switch governing direction 
10 of rotation of said loop\(c) a remotely controllable unit governing motor 
rotational speed of said roop, (d) a remotely controllable unit governing 
direction of rotation of said loop, and {4)fa mechanism able to read scancode 
on a desired said object an^to halt rot^ti^ of said loop upon recognition of a 
user-selected said scancode) 

15 

7. The rack of claim \ further including: 
a first vertical support memBaer and a second vertical support member, 

each said member having a height exceeding said distance between said first 
rotation shaft and said second rotatiorkshaft; 
20 a base member, affixed to a lowet; portion of said first and said second 

vertical support member; and 

at least one user-removable base sicte member sized to increase 
effective area of said base member when attached thereto. 

25 8. The rack of claim 7, further includinV 

a light emitting unit, coupleable to an upper region of said first vertical 
support member, to illuminate some said objects as said loop rotates. 



9. The rack of claim 7, further including: 
30 a scancode reader, coupleable to a region of said vertical support 

member, to read scancode on at least one of said objects, saidSgcancode 
identifying an object; and 
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electronics coupled to said scancode reader to halt loop rotation upon 
recognitio\by said scancode reader of a scancode desired by a user. 

10. \The rack of claim 7, wherein each said vertical support member 
has a characteristic selected from a group consisting of (a) in side view said 
support membet is wider at a base region than at an upper region, and (b) in 
side view said support member has substantially equal width at a base region 
and at an upper retaion. 
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11. A rack that retains and rotates objects, the rack comprising: 
a loop formed soJely from a plural tvpf inter-connected holders, each 
holder comprising meankfor frictionally retaining at least a portion of at least 
one object to be retained by said holder while exposing at least part of a 
retained said object for user^election and removal from said holder, and 
further comprising means for flexibly matingly inter-connecting with another 
said holder, wherein said loop i\formed from flexibly matingly inter-connected 
said holders; 

means for rotating said loop^t a rotation speed and direction 
selectable by a user; and 

a housing containing said loop Vid said means for rotating said loop, 
said housing including a base having at l^ast one detachable side base 
member. 




12. The rack of claim 
injection molded ABS plastic 



1 1 , wherein eaoh of said holders is from 



1 3. The rack of claim 1 1 , further including ai unit attachable to said 
rack, said unit having at least one chara^qstic selected from a group 
consisting of (a) said unit includes a li^t^§ojirce to illumfciate at least a 
portion of said loop, and (b) said unit includes a scanner tdsscan barcode 
carried by objects retained by holders comprising said loop imsaid rack. 
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14.X The rack of claim 1 1 , wherein said means for rotating enables at 
least one typesof user-control selepted from a group consisting of (a) a switch 
governing motonrotational speed/f said loop, (b) a switch governing direction 
of rotation of said l^pp, (c) a remotely controllable unit governing motor 
rotational speed of sakJ loop, (d) a remotely controllable unit governing 
direction of rotation of said loop, and (e) a mechanism able to read scancode 
on a desired said object aWl to halt rotation of said loop upon recognition of a 
user-selected said scancode 

(a / 15. NA holder usable to create a continuous loop formed by matingly 
interlocking adjacent such holders, the holder comprising: 

first and setond walls retained a spaced-apart distance from each 
other sufficient to aofriit and frictionally retain at least a portion of at least one 
object to be retained bys^aid holder; 

a first holder-engagirig mechanism; and 

a second holder-engaging mechanism; 

said first holder-engaging^mechanism disposed to matingly interlock 
with the second holder-engaging mechanism on a second said holder when 
desired to form said loop; and 

said second holder-engaging mebhanism disposed to matingly 
interlock with the first holder-engaging mechanism on a third said holder when 
desired to form said loop. 

The holder of claim 15, further including at least one projecting 
member formed on an object-fa^flg surface of at least one of said first and 
Second walls, said memb§p^lsposed to aid in retaining said object. 






17. Jtfe holder of claim 15, wherein said holder is integrally formed 
as a sinare piece of material. 

18. T^e holder of claim 15, wherein said holder comprises injection 
molded material. 
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The holder of claim 15( wherein said object is a compact disk 
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20. The holder of claifn 15, wherein said holder is sized to retain two 
compact disk jewel cases in ar side-by-side configuration. 

21. The holder of claim 15, further including: 
a r*o member joined to a portion of each of said first and second walls 

to bifurcate ^object retaining space between said first and second walls into 
space to retain aSleast a portion of a first said object and into space to retain 
at least a portion of a^econd said object; and 

a projecting memD^formed on at least one of said first and second 
walls on a surfacing facing a r^Jained first said object and facing a retained 
second said object. 




22. 



The holder of 



claim 21 , wherein said each said object is a 



compact disk jewe>9ase. 



23. The holder of claim 22\ wherein said holder is integrally formed 
20 as a single piece of material. 



24. The holder of claim 21, vyherein said holder comprises injection 
molded material. 

25 25. \ A rotatable loop of display able objects, the loop formed by 

matingly interlocking adjacent holders, wherein each holder can retain at least 
one of said object^ the loop comprising: 

first and second walls retained a spaced-apart distance from each 
other sufficient to admit &qd frictionally retain at least a portion of at least one 
30 object to be retained by saiatolder; \ 

a first holder-engaging mes^anisni; and 



a second holder-engaging 



ani 



ism; 
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said fitet holder-engaging mechanism disposed to matingly interlock 
with the seconcKholder-engaging mechanism on a second said holder when 
desired to form salhJoop; and 

said second hofcler-engaging mechanism disposed to matingly 
interlock with the first hold^engagipg mechanism on a third said holder when 
desired to form said loop. 



26. The loop of claim 25, 
fabricated as a single piece. 



wfwein each of said holders is unitarily 
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